


ZGF provided urban design and community 
outreach services for the study of 12 
Metro stations along the Pasadena Gold 
Line, and conducted the outreach strategy, 
presenting station area solutions to 
the diverse communities along the entire 
alignment while sensitively addressing the 
community’s priorities. 

As a result, the firm also developed a prototype 
canopy design for five on-grade light rail stations 
located between Union Station and the City of 
Pasadena. ZGF worked closely with a community 
Design Task Force comprised of eight members 
representing four neighborhoods along the 
alignment. Each station has three standard 
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canopies along the length of the raised platform 
infused with site-specific artwork to convey the 
unique cultural history of each community. To 
complement the canopy design, ZGF developed 
standard platform finishes, furnishings, and railing 
details for the five rail stations at Avenue 26, 
French, Avenue 57, Mission, and Del Mar.
double rows of trees, and a series of gardens 
and gateways. Sidewalks were widened to 
accommodate retail and dining activity while 
incorporating enhanced bus stops, street 
furnishings, and public art.



The Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) system 
is becoming one of the country’s best. With 45 
miles of new light rail corridors (93 miles at build 
out in 2014) and 130 bus routes covering a 
700 square mile service area, DART has allowed 
Dallas to embrace transit mobility. Response to 
light rail by developers and citizens was slow at 
first but has gained considerable momentum 
since the construction of several Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD) projects. Over the last 
decade, local developers have begun embracing 
mixed-use pedestrian villages as a prototype for 
new community development. DART decided to 
be proactive and to take the message of TOD 
directly to developers and communities. One of 
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the vehicles they saw as critical to this effort was a 
descriptive workbook that could demonstrate how 
new TOD and transit facilities can be integrated. 
The intended users of this manual are community 
planning and transportation departments, 
developers, design consultants, and DART staff. 
ZGF, in collaboration with Lopez Garcia Group, 
developed the workbook consisting of design 
goals, guidelines and transit station area concepts 
in graphic and narrative form.





Centre City Development Corporation, in 
cooperation with the City of San Diego, held 
a design competition for a new three-phase, 
3 million SF mixed-use civic center complex 
in the heart of San Diego. 

The goal of this public / private partnership is 
to provide new administration facilities for the 
City and to develop an exciting high-density 
urban mixed-use complex on four prime city 
blocks. After a comprehensive, community-based 
selection process, which included proposals from 
three development teams, GED / ZGF’s plan 
was selected based on a design that includes 
opening up the site, allowing the now blocked 
vistas to be reclaimed and reconnected to the 
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urban fabric. The plan proposes reopening B 
Street and Second Avenue between A and B 
Streets to vehicular traffic, reconnecting the Civic 
Center with the neighborhood and also making 
the Complex more accessible and welcoming 
for retail uses. Plazas, fountains, landscaped 
pedestrian promenades, and pocket courtyards 
are the backdrop to this active center for civic 
and everyday life. The Central Plaza opens to a 
redeveloped lightrail station on C Street.
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